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Hidekazu Tanaka and Kio Griffith
SURFACE NOISE

18 May - 20 July 2024
557 Bishamoncho, Nakagyoku, Kyoto 604-0981

COHJU is pleased to present "SURFACE NOISE," a two-person exhibition by Hidekazu Tanaka and
Kio Griffith from 18 May to 20 July 2024.

Hidekazu Tanaka was born in 1979 in Hyogo Prefecture. He graduated from Kyoto City University
of Arts with a PhD in Oil Painting. Hidekazu attempts to expand the possibilities of contemporary
abstract painting by incorporating the spatiotemporal, objectivity, and immersive context of
music, such as improvisation and a sense of rhythm, into two-dimensional expression.

Kio Griffith was born in 1963 in Kanagawa Prefecture. He is a visual sound artist and visiting
professor at Tama Art University. His projects are based on his research and interest in the region
and its history, including his own roots, and he continues to present works that cross a variety of
media, including sound and visual expression.

The title of this exhibition, “Surface Noise,” refers to the friction noise that occurs when a needle
is dropped on a record. Although their approaches are different, both artists use “sound” as an
important factor in their works. What kind of resonance or reverberation will be created by the
needle dropped into the space between their expressions beyond the noise it lands on? We
hope that you will take this opportunity to view the exhibition space, which is constructed as a
duet, like a sound that mutually responds to each other.
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Statement by Kio Griffith

Wherever we are, what we hear is mostly noise. When we ignore it, it disturbs us. When we listen
to it, we find it fascinating.
—John Cage, "The Future of Music: Credo," Silence, p. 3.

Imagine the dynamics of a two-person show having the workings of a stylus digging through the
grooves of a vinyl record while emitting waves of spectral surface noise. The hissing of friction
accumulated over time will generate a pattern that people will be accustomed to. Hints of found
sound in the crackling of magnetic transmission may materialize into novel forms of audible and
visible experiences.

Hidekazu Tanaka synthesizes corporeality with consciousness as he channels ideas for inventing
abstract paintings characterized by improvisational and rhythmical compositions. By controlling
the element of contingency and transience, the artist reiterates chance as an element of
certainty and pursues to achieve a refined original composition and strength as a painting. He
believes this is a way of posing diverse theories regarding the concept of "abstraction.”

In parallel, Kio Griffith's heavily tarred and textured black paintings are unconditional responses
(contradictory ideas that explore the semantics of space and time in history) to aerial
photograph archives of the Pacific War. Based on the hypothesis that these images may have
influenced abstract expressionism, these paintscapes simulate possible historical events and a
distinct art movement.

References to tinges, overtones, detunings, cymatics, frequencies, oscillations, and etherealities
guide the dualities in this exhibition. We are reentering Earth through an undetermined

atmosphere.

Exhibition Details

Hidekazu Tanaka & Kio Griffith, SURFACE NOISE

Date: Sat. 18 May - Sat. 20 July 2024

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday PM1:00-6:00 (Closed on Sundays and Mondays)
Venue: COHJU

Address: COHJU BLDG,, 557 Bishamoncho, Nakagyoku, Kyoto 604-0981
Contact: +81(0)75 256 4707 / contact@cohju.co.jp

WEB: www.cohju.com

Vernissage: Sat.18 May 2024 PM4:00-6:00
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